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ANTI-SLAVERY DEPUTATION TO FRANCE AND 
HOLLAND. 


As it would be quite impossible, in our present number, to give 
in extenso the lengthened report, with its appendix, of the visit of 
our friends, Messrs. Alexander, Whitehorne, and Scoble to 
France, we must confine ourselves to an abstract of their pro- 
ceedings whilst there, and select portions of the valuable informa- 
tion they obtained of the state of —— in the colonial depen 
dencies of that country, and of the efforts of the distinguishe 
abolitionists of France to promote its abolition. 

In pursuance of a resolution framed by the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, at its sitting on the 27th December last, 
Mr. Alexander, the Treasurer of the Society, Mr. Whitehorne, 
of Bristol, and Mr. Scoble, proceeded to Paris on the 23rd 
of the following month, and reached that city on the 27th. The 
object proposed in going thither was to consult with the committee 
of the French Anti-slavery Society on the plan for the abolition 
of slavery, which it was understood would be formally presented 
to the consideration of the chamber of deputies in the session of 
1841, and would form the basis of discussion during its present 
sitting ; and to endeavour to secure their co-operation in the over- 
throw of slavery and the slave-trade throughout the world. 

Immediately on their arrival, the deputation put themselves 
into communication with those zealous and tried friends of the 
negro, Messieurs de St. Anthoine and Isambert, who imparted 
to them a large fund of useful information as to the then state of 
the abolition question—the difficulties to be encountered in bring- 
ing it to a successful issue—and the hopes that might be cherished 
that the day was not distant when France, as well as England, 
would not have a slave in her colonial possessions. Subsequently, 
they had the advantage of the counsel and assistance of Messieurs 
De Tracey and Appert, not less the devoted friends of abolition 
than their distinguished friends already mentioned, who were 
appointed to receive the deputation, and to arrange the period 
when they could meet the French committee. 

As a large — of the French Anti-slavery committee was 
composed of distinguished members of the chamber of deputies, 
whose e ents at that time happened to be of a pressing 
nature, the — had not the honour of an introduction to 
them, until a —— day, when they were most; courteously 
and cordially received. Among the eminent men who were present 
at a special orm, Sd the committee, were the ——— Har- 
court, De Tracey, De la Rochefoncault, Liancourt, the Counts De 
la Borde, De Sade, De Remusat, Baron Roger, Messieurs Odillon 
Barrot, De Tocqueville, Isambert, Billiard, Dufau, Montrol, &c. 
&c. &c. They were introduced by Messieurs De St. Anthoine 
and Appert, M. Odillon Barrot in the chair, from whom the 
—— received a cordial welcome in the name of the society. 

r haying stated the objects they had in view in their visit to 
Paris, and presented the letter and resolutions to the distinguished 
chairman with which they were entrusted by the London com- 
mittee, the deputation replied at length, and they trust satisfac- 
torily, to a series of most searching questions on the results of 
emancipation in the British colonies, and strenuously urged on 
their friends the necessity of ry the immediate and entire 
abolition of slavery, and of steadfastly resisting any proposition 
that might be made to enforce an —— as preli to 
complete emancipation, whether with the view of preparing the 
negros for om, or as nece to secure the re-payment of 
the proposed compensation to the planters from their compulsory 
toil. At the close of: the sitting of the committee, the deputation 
were invited to meet their friends — on the following Monda 
morning, and to favour them on the evening of that day wit 
their — at a banquet, both of which invitations they 
accepted. 

Sabssquently the deputation met the committee a second time, 
when they presented in writing detailed answers to the questions 
which been proposed to them: The justly celebrated M. De 
ine presided on that oceasion. Ina tiful speech, replete 
with fine sentiments, M. De Lamartine developed his views on the 
necessity of an mticeship for the é 
‘was rep to at length by the deputation. It is hoped that this 
great man, whose influence is so extensive, and who isso deservedly 
respected, may yet see that the best way to educate the negro is 
to make him free. The —— ventured to observe that to 


e 
‘education in one hand, and the cart whip in the other, was 
not likely to be a very successful scheme for ing the cha- 


of the negros, and | 





classes. . 
racter 0 the enslaved ‘in. morals and i As a short — sd 
notice of the banquet: given to the deputation was inserted in a In a book entitied ‘ van den Toestland der Suri... 
previous number, it is not necessary again to advert to it... . . |! naamsche Plantagrislaven,’ written by F. A. Kuhn, and publighy 





During the intervals of leisure afforded_to the deputation, they 
had the advantage of introductions to M. Guizot, the present 
ambassador from France to this country, M. Dupin, Count Giron- 
deau, M. Passy, then finance minister, an old and warm friend of 
the negro, M. Teste, M. Gasparin, &c., and of meeting parties 
of distinguished and influential persons at the houses of M. de 
Tracey, M, Lutteroth, and M. Montrol, to whom they feel much 
indebted for their polite attentions, and the warm hospitality 
shown them. They had also the privilege of meeting at the 
house of the Rev. Mr. Wilks many christian friends, who were 
addressed by the deputation on scale pigs Bris cm 

In closing this very brief account of their visit to the French 
metropolis, the deputation have t reason for thankfulness, 
that, whilst they discovered some things to discourage them, they 
discovered more to cheer them. In the hands of the distinguished 
men. who compose the committee of the French society, the cause 
of abolition will not be allowed to sleep, but will be urged for- 
ward, at the earliest possible moment, with all the zeal, influence, 
and eloquence they are known to possess. With such men as 
M. Odillon Barrot, M. de Lamartine, M. Passy, M. de Tocque- 
ville, M. de Remusat, M. Isambert, M. de Tracey, and numerous 
others that might be mentioned in the chamber of deputies, the 
deputation have full confidence that when the debate on. the 

uestion of abolition shall come on, it will be not less effective 
than brilliant, and will lay the foundation for the final triumph of 
those great principles which lie at the root of the freedom, the 
civilization, and the happiness of mankind. 


In company with his friend Mr. Whitehorne, Mr. Alexander 
——— on the 11th of February from Paris for Holland. Their 
rst stay in that country was at Amsterdam, where their atten- 
tion was particularly directed to procure information respecting 


the extent and circumstances of slavery in the Dutch colonies. 


It is matter of regret that they did not succeed in obtaining all 
the knowledge on the subject of their inquiry which is desirable, 
but enough has been learned, to evince the im ce of directing 

ublic attention in Holland to the slavery which exists in the 
oreign possessions of that country. 

From the best information received, the number of slaves in the 
colony of Surinam ap to be from 50,000 to 60,000, including 
upwards of 600 belonging to the Dutch government.. Mr. Alex- 
ander was informed that the precise number of slaves is not given 
in any published document. 

By lowest computation the excess of deaths over births in 
Surinam, among the slave population, is 3 per cent. per annum, a 
fearful decrease, and which scarcely had a parallel in the island of 
Trinidad — the period of slavery in the British West Indies, 
although at the time referred to, the diminution of the servile 
portion of the community in that island was greater in any 
other island or colony under the English government. 

It was further mentioned, that, by statements contained in the 
Surinam almanac, it is shewn, that from six to eight plantations 
annually go out of cultivation, a circumstance which strongly 
corroborates the information relative to the mortality among the 
slaves, and proves the impolicy, in addition to the wickedness, of 
slavery. It may alsd be observed, that the frightful decrease in 
the slave population of Surinam, affords an evidence in addition to 
those already well known in England, of the murderous character 
of sugar cultivation by slaves. 

It appears that a Moravian mission has been in existence at 
Surinam for about a century, but, until within the last few years, 
the missionaries had not access to twenty estates in that colony. 

At the present time they are partially admitted on one hundred 

lantations, among a number of between fournd five hundred. 

hose — — Pad —* are rer _ in general 
visited monthly, but it frequently ha he missionary is 
informed, on ——— to see he dlavea: iting it is inconvenient for 
him to-do so, and he is not allowed to see any of them, or only a 
small part of their number, on these occasions.. Thus has the 
master or overseer of the slave the monstrous power of shu 
out from the victim of his cupidity and tyranny the light of 
gospel, which might cheer and sustain him amidst the toils and 
unjust sufferings to which he is exposed. ; 

little lettered instruction appears to be given to the slaves 

and ‘the affecting demoralization almost universal in countries 
where slavery — found extensively in Surinam among all 
A very small number of the slaves are united by the 
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at Amsterdam in 18 account is given of the situation of the 
slaves in Surinam at the time of its compilation, whien it appears 
to have been one of considerable suffering in various ts 
It is, however, very desirable that a correct statement should be 


obtained of the »present: nces of the slaves in the Dutch 
colonié, as respec * and pre ; a8 likewise, their 
number, and the proportion of females, and married 


and unmarried persons among them. 


Mr. A. did not learn the number of slaves in the Dutch 
West India islands. In Java, they are estimated at about 1500, 
and are said to be exclusively domestics, the agricultural labour 
of this important and thriving island being performed by free 
men. 


During the stay of the deputation at Amsterdam, they called} p 


* a considerable number of persons, including several ministers 
of religion. Among these it is hoped that the hearts of some are 
touched with compassion for the situation of their deeply injured 
fellow-subjects, and that they will not rest without using vigorous 
exertion to obtain for these unhappy bondsmen, the liberty of 
which they are at present so unjustly deprived. 

From Amsterdam Mr. Alexander proceeded to Utrecht, where 
he made only one call, on Professor Ackerdyke, to whom he had 
a letter of introduction, who appeared to enter en, into his 
views. Had Mr. A.’s arrangements permitted, he would gladly have 
devoted a longer time to a visit to Utrecht. It will however be 
seen, in the sequel of this report, that his lack of service at this 
place_has been supplied by other labourers. Mr. John S. Mollet 
met Mr. Alexander at Leyden, where they made several calls 
and were pleased to find that most of those with whom they had 
intercourse sympathised in the object of their mission. 

From Utrecht they proceeded to the Hague, where they were 
introduced to several persons, prin 8 through the kind assist- 
ance of Groen Van Printseren, to whom they felt particular 
obligation for his kind services, and had the —— of meet- 
ing — influential persons at their Hotel, when the purpose of 
their visit was stated. Several of those present a disposed 
to give to the subject brought under their notice that consideration 
which was sought of them, and which its importance and interest 
80 strongly demand on the part of all who are sensible to the 
claims of humanity and religion. 

Rotterdam was the last place which they visited, and in this 
town it was truly grateful to their feelings, to meet with cordial 
and ——— friends, who know the cruelty and wickedness 
inseparable from slavery, and who were fully prepared to adopt 
every suitable means of seeking entire and immediate abolition. 
Among these, Mr. Alexander might particularly mention some of 
his fellow-countrymen, including James Laming, to whom he was 
first introduced. Previous to his d ure for England, he had 


- an opportunity of addressing about eighty persons, when all the 


i pr ——— ion were present. On this occasion, the 
por and some of the features of the slave-trade and slavery, as 
at present existing, were pointed out, including an allusion to 
slavery in Surinam. The cruelties of the apprenticeship in the 
British colonies were also stated, as evidence of the evils which 
must ever exist under a system of coerced and uncompensated 


labour. The good conduct of the negros during —— 5* 
ttee of the] i 


‘was noticed, partieularly as evidenced by the co 
House of Commons, appointed to —— the working of the 
apprenticeship system. It was further shown, by reference to 
li ocuments, that the conduct of the labourers in 
e British West Indies since the introduction of freedom had been 
temarkably peaceful, and that they had generally manifested 
a —— to work industriously, in those cases in which they 
had been considerately and fairly treated. The advancement 
in education, morals, and religion, already evidenced among the 
new freemen was also noticed, and an ap made to those pre- 
sent to seek the immediate abolition of a system, baneful alike 
to human happiness, and the moral and religious interests 
of our fellow-men. During this visit to Holland a considerable 
number of anti-slavery documents were placed in the hands of 
— in that country, and others have since been- forwarded. 
he most important thus circulated were Clarkson on the Abo- 
lition of the slave trade, Buxton on the slave trade, two pamphlets 
on the same subject, and n apprenticeship, issued by the late 


Anti-slavery Society in Aldermanbury, the whole of the par- 


liamentary reports on the working of freedom in the British colo- 
nies and the Anti-slavery Reporter. Mr. Alexander expresses 


_ much gratification in having had an opportunity of pleading for 


those whose misery is unseen, unheard, and wn, by many 
of those who live under the same government. It is his earnest 
hope that the Christians of Holland will not be unmindful of the 
duty which devolves on them in reference to those held in bond- 
age in her colonies ; and in this case he entertains the firm and 
consoling persuasion that their labour of love will not be in vain 
in the Lori, "but that the bonds of the jinjured slaves will be 

To 


—— and the reign of the Redeemer eminently pro- 
moted by this act of national justice, among those ms are 
now living in awful demorali and darkness of heathen- 
ism. : 





Extract from a letter addressed by Mr. M. S. Mollet to Mr. 
Alexander, dated 24th of March, 1840; alluding to a visit paid 
by Mrs. Fry, Mr, Samuel Gurney, and Mr. William Allen, to 

——— in which he bore them company. 
though our friends have made prisons and the houses 








. | love. 








for the insame a chief object of their inqui and examination, . 
the —— bt eed hos likewise had a —8 in their labours of ™ 
’ This has been particularly the case at this place, and at 
—— hese of = — ey age in this town, which bn 
attend upwards offiity persons 0 sexes, Was wholly 
devoted to explain the views of the * Foreign Anti- 
sla Society ; and at Utrecht, where more than persons 
of both sexes were present, nearly two hours were employed in a 
similar way. Professor Ackerdyke was one of the hearers, and 
both Mr. Allen and Mr. Gurney narrated the principal events 
connected with the history of this cause in England; after which 
I likewise gave some details on the state of slavery in the Dutch 
colonies, demonstrating the necessity of putting an end to the 
revailing system, even for the real interest of the owners of the 
plantations. Besides this, we had a t deal of conversation on 
that subject with several individ of note at Rotterdam, the 
Hague, Utrecht, Ziest, and even at Zwoll ¢ and have every where 
endeavoured to show the necessity of procuring as much informa- 
tion as possible on the abuses gr from a state of slavery in 
our own colonies, as well as in others, and of spreading this 
information at large, through the means of our various periodical 
publications, which will certainly be done in a short time,” 





* ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN CEYLON. 


We have much pleasure in publishing the following interesting 
document, narrating the measures taken by Sir Alexander 
Johnston for the abolition of slavery in Ceylon. Deeply do we 
regret to add, that, through the culpable and all but inexplicable 
negligence of the British government, these plans, so admirably 

ted to their end, and so easy ot execution, have not been 
carried out. There yet remain 28,000 persons in slavery in 
Ceylon ! 

Sir Alexander Johnston having, in 1801, been ——— toa 

high office in His Majesty’s service in —** and wg, Ramat 
y ascertained, as well the numbers of slaves at the of 
Good peta he of those in the island of Mauritius, in the southern 
of the Peninsula of India, on the respective islands of —2 
— ——— at Malacea, and on the numerous islands in 
the Eastern seas, as also the nature of the moral and political 
circumstances which exercised a powerful influence over the 
different countries in Africa and Asia from whence all those places 
were supplied with slaves, formed a plan before he left England, 
for the gradual abolition of the whole of the trade in slaves which 
was carried on in the Indian seas, and of the state of slavery which 
had existed so long in the various parts of the British dominions 
in India. 

Sir Alexander thought it advisable in the first instance to try 
and accomplish this object in the island of Ceylon, and afterwards, 
if he succeeded there, to adopt such measures as might appear to 
be calculated for accomplishing a similar object on the continent 
of India. With this view, he proposed to begin by taking the 
following steps in Ceylon :— 

Ist. To prevent any importation whatever of slaves into that 


2nd. To punish severely all inhabitants of the island who might 
be — of having been engaged in any way in the slave-trade 


in Pos — of Asia. 
. To introduce a general system of education amongst all 
classes of people on the island. 

4th. To prepare the minds and the feelings of the natives for 
the complete abolition of the state of slavery, by establishi 
Christian missionary stations in central parts of the country ; 

b —— the scriptures amongst all the different classes of 

5 o render all the proprietors of slaves on the island anxious 
to divest —— * whenever —*— — do so, * all * 

roperty in slaves, by imparting to those slave proprietors, in the 
first vets Sey all the rights and privileges of freemen, enjoyed by 
British subjects in England ; and by continually shewing them 
the difficulty, if not impossibility, of their ever being able to 
exercise those rights with the impartiality and independence with 
which, as (freemen, they ought to be able to exercise them, as 
long as they continued themselves to be the ———— of slaves. 

ir Alexander having submitted the whole of his plan, and all 
the information which he had collected, to his friends in parlia~ 
ment, immediately received from those —— the most ready 
assurance that they highly ity his plan, and that they 
would most cordial 'y support him in his undertaking with all the 
influence which vee 3 gene in England. 

Accordingly Sir Alexander proceeded to the island of Geylon, 
in 1802 ; with the advice and co-operation of his friends, 
introduced, between 1802 and 1808, several local regulations into 
that island, which effectually prevented the natives of the country 
from importing any new slaves into the i and from being 

nese in any way whatever, in the trade of slaves, in any part 
of Asia. 

Sir Alexander having thus accomplished part of his plan, and 
having, in 1809, been officially sent to England ae government, 
a: Oe Pere ae lis Majesty’s then 

several measures which he thought highly conducive to 


of 

the i of the natives, and to the ——— 
propo eee nen ree d more effic tribunal 
ronld be established in Ceylon, for the detection and punishment 
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of 
result is 


uld be granted to the natives of every caste and religious per- 
suasion in Ceylon; and that Wesleyan and other missionary 
stations, and an auxiliary bible society, should be established on 

Sir Alexander having, while he remained in England from 1809 
to 1811, constantly consulted with his friends upon all these 

uestions, was ultimately enabled, through their influence with 
the Wesleyan and other missi societies, and with the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, to induce those powerful bodies to 
enter completely into his views, and to concur with him in opinion 
as to the propriety of establishing Wesleyan and other missionary 
stations, and an auxiliary bible society in Ceylon ; and at one of 
the meetings which took om by appointment at Mr. Wilber- 
force’s house, between Mr. ‘Ibertores, the late Lord Teignmouth, 
the late Dr. Coke, the then head of the W an society, and Sir 
Alexander Johnston, the whole of the preliminary arrangements 
for establishing the Wesleyan missionary stations in Ceylon, were 
finally settled ; and the Rev. Dr. Coke stated, that he had been 
so thoroughly convinced from what had been said of the impor- 
tance of that station, that he should feel it to be his duty, not- 
withstanding his age, to accompany the Wesleyan missionaries 
who were to be sent to Ceylon ; and to remain on the island as 
long as Sir Alexander might think it necessary, for making such 
arrangements as might be required for insuring the success of the 
mission. 

Sir Alexander having succeeded in obtaining, as well the differ- 
ent powers which he required from his Majesty’s Ministers, as the 
various information which he required from the Wesleyan and 
other missionary societies, and from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, returned to Ceylon in 1811. On his arrival there, he took 
— steps for promulgating throughout Asia the nature of 
the provisions of the act of 1806, declaring the trading in slaves to 
be felony, and also for explaining the object of the new commis- 
sion, under which offences against the provisions of that act were 
to be tried; and shortly after the following circumstances 
occurred, which made the provisions of the above act more 
generally known than ever throughout Asia. (See Ninth Report 
of the African Institution. ) 

Some Mahommedans of * rank, Malays, descendants of 
—— — — ra t pe —— of _— 

n ile returni m a pilgrimage to Mecca, to touch, 
* Arab ship, at Point de Galle the southere rt of Ceylon, 
and, during their stay there, to purchase the children of some of 
the poorer inhabitants of the country, for the purpose of maki 
slaves of them; and these , having been tried for this 
offence under the new commission, were convicted, and sentenced 
to punishment, which circumstance, as they were men of consider- 
able importance in their respective countries, and as they were 
detained ta prison in Ceylon, called the attention of the people of 
those countries forcibly to the subject, and served to put an end, 
at least for a considerable time, if not altogether, to the repetition 
of a similar offence by any persons of those countries. : 

Although Dr. Coke, who had accompaniec them from England as 
he had said he would, died from fatigue and the infirmities of age on 
the , the other Wesleyan missionaries reached the island of 
Ceylon in perfect safety, and were shortly after established on 
that island, in the manner in which Sir Alexander and his friends 
had agreed that they should be established; and have since 
produced all the moral and political effects amongst the natives of 
the country which they had anticipated. 

The provisions of a charter of justice, under the t seal of 

land, imparting, as proposed by Sir Alexander, right of 
sitting upon juries, and being tri be of their own coun- 
ileges enjoyed b 


pol — and all the rights and pri He British 
subjects in England, were carried into full effect by Sir Alexander; 


and the various gs of the African Institution and the 
Society of Friends in favour of the abolition of slavery were 
Tepelarty explained, as they were published, to such of the natives 
of Ceylon as as jurymen, by Sir Alexander, who took the 
opportunity, when they attended the court as jurymen, to point 
out to such of those as were proprietors of slaves, the difficulties 
to which they must be subject, whenever they might be called 
upon to act as jurymenin cases in which the prisoners might 
—— to be slaves. These measures, aided by the exertions of 
Savin ae — — Bove circulation of the 
iptures ugh the auxili ible Society, ually pro- 
duced a very Jotrable effect upon the mints of the — ——— 
of slaves in Ceylon ; and they, amounting in number to 760 pro- 
rietors, and having, it is believed, an interest in from 11,000 to 
2,000 slaves, unanimously passed a resolution in 1816, declaring 
free all children born of their slaves after the 12th of August, 
1816, and ing to bring up, at their own expense, all such 
children to the age of fourteen ; and thereby not only ———— 
to put an end to the state of slavery which had existed for 300 
ears in. Ceylon, but also to provide that those who should be 
mn free should, by the education which they gave them, be 


enabled to earn their own livelihood, and become industrious and 


peaceable subjects of his Majesty’s government, 
Mr, Wilberforce, on Sir — informing him from Fon! fone 
of the result of the measures which he, with his advice co- 


operation, had been carrying into effect on that island for fourteen 
—ä— whole of the circumstances ‘of the 
case before the Institution, which made the most honour- 
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masters, by imparting to them all the rights and privileges of 
freemen enjoyed by British a yr in land, and to purify 
and enlighten —— religion by circulating amo 

them translations of the scriptures, and ing them ically 


acquainted with the principles of christianity. 





TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE VISCOUNT 
PALMERSTON, &c. &c. &c. 


My Lorp, 

Tue evils which have resulted from the existence of slavery and 
the slave-trade, have not merely affected those who may be said 
to have been held as slaves under the laws of different — 
states, but also an immense number of ms who are ¢ 
entitled to the protection of the government, either as Briti 
subjects, or as the descendants of British subjects, or as having an 
acquired right to that protection under the various treaties into 
which foreign states have entered with this country, for the 
suppression of the slave-trade. 

he committee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, 
ha directed their attention to these points, venture to iy 
them before your lordship, with the earnest hope, that t i 
engage your lordship’s most deliberate consideration, and that 
such measures may be taken by her Majesty’s government, as shall 
secure to the unfortunate victims of oppression that relief to which 
they are justly entitled, and which their sufferings or their inju- 
ries loudly demand. 

The first class of persons to which the committee would direct 
your lordship’s consideration, is the black and coloured population 
of Upper Canada and the West Indies. A large — of this 
class in Upper Canada were once slaves in the United States of 


America, but, having escaped from bon and voluntarily 
‘scar themselves under the protection of the British flag, have 
me a most loyal, devoted, and useful body of subjects to her 


Majesty. The committee are credibly informed, that attempts are 
frequently made by the former masters of these ns to recover 
them, on the alleged ground that they are fugitives from justice, 
and not from oppression ; and that, on some occasions, when given 


mg | up, as they conceive improperly, by the authorities, there has 


been the most d te resistance on their — accompanied 
with bloodshed and loss of life, and it has thus been made manifest 
that they have preferred death to slavery. The committee would, 
—— entreat your rage to cause — iry to be made 
in ese circumstances, with a view of applyi e 
remedy. It has also come to the — "of the —— 
that her Majesty’s black and free-coloured subjects of the West 
Indies, engaged as seamen and traders, are subjected to inter- 
ruption, and even to imprisonment, in the pursuit of their lawful 
ings in the Southern States of the United States of America, 
and in the Spanish West India colonies, and that, on some occa- 
sions, when they have not been p , either by the production 
of what are termed free papers, or the necessary. evidence in. 
that they are free, they are not only kept i Pore but 
sold into slavery’ by the authorities, to pay their gaol fees. The 


committee venture to designate this practice, not only a most bar- 
barous and gross violation of personal rights, but of the laws of 


nations, and of the due to the honour and dignity of the 
crown and people of this country. They would, therefore, 
fully call on her Majesty’s government to assert the rights of this 


class of her Maj 8 subjects, as’of all others, and to insist that 
all laws in these states or colonies, not universally applicable to 


all her Majesty’s subjects, without distinction of colour, shall be 
repealed, or take such other means as shall be amply sufficient to 
secure the object. in view. 

The next class for which the committee would claim the pro- 
tection of the government, is composed of a large body of b 


under various pretences, by their masters and others, to foreign 
colonies, and are now held in slavery in such colonies. Many of 
these were taken from their homes during the period they were 
held as slaves in the British colonies, an 

taken and sold as slaves in those colonies since the act for the 
abolition of peavey — effect. The 82 bare reason 
to assert, that these ersons are longing to return to 
their native islands, and to de — of their —— and that 
their present bondage is rendered doubly painful to them by the 
knowledge that they that —* friends and former —— 
panions are now in the enj ent of their rights as men, and o 
their privileges as British Gabioets. They are to be found in Mar- 


states of the great American 
committee would, therefore, venture to ‘lor 
to take such measures as may be req to ascertain — 
to their homes, BRE a ae wel 

Another class for which the committee would bespeak the 





pwarfill Interpositidn of the British government, is composed of 
— liberated by the Mixed Commissions in the Spanish calo- 
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and coloured persons who have, at various times, been taken, 


not a few have been ~ 


tinique and Guadeloupe, in Cuba and Puerto Rico, in the slave 


numbers, and to secure their prompt return to their families and 
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‘nies, the Brazils, and in the Dutch colony of Surinam, under the. 
treaties made and provided with the various powers to which these | 
countries belong. These now amount to many thousands, and 
with their offspring, form a body of people. Their condi- 
tion the committee are assured, is even worse than that of the 
aatt os. «yor Me pe ng and countries in which they are 
—— the frauds which are practised on them, and on the 
ent in respect to them, are of the most open and 
kind. The committee would, therefore, respectfully 
propose, that the numbers and actual circumstances of these 
wretched — should be forthwith ascertained, that they should 
be placed the superintendence of properly qualified persons, 
appointed by her Majesty’s government, with a view to their re- 
pent with their own‘consent, as early as practicable, to the British 
colonies, 

But there is still another and a larger class, the Africans, who, 
contrary to the laws of Spain, Brazils, and Holland, and the 
treaties which these powers have entered into with Great Britain 
have been illicitly introduced into their respective territories, an 
are consequently illegally held and used as slaves. Had the laws 
of.the countries — to been carried into full effect, not only 
would the vast multitude of unhappy beings who are now endur- 
ing the most terrible fate to which men can be e , and the 
untold numbers who have miserably perished under circumstances 
the most revolting and horrible, been preserved from slavery and 
death, but, the markets for slaves in these countries having been 
destroyed, the slave-trade with all its atrocious accompaniments, 
so far as they were concerned, would have ceased. Happily, 
however, for humanity, there is yet hope that no inconsiderable 
number of these Africans and their descendants, who have sur- 
vived the perils through which they have been called to pass, may 

et be free, and most honourable will it be to the government of 

er Majesty, if it become the instrument of achieving their liberty ! 
Spain, Brazils, and Holland, have been for many years — 
the most solemn engagements to co-operate with this count 
in the suppression of the slave-trade. Under the treaties whic 
exist with these powers, the Government of this country has 
uired the right to demand of them what has become of the 
‘Africans who, it is notorious, have been illicitly and scandalously 
introduced, ‘by tens of thousands, since the formation of those 
treaties, who still continue to be introduced into the colonies and 
territories of the two former powers, —— the vigilance 
of British cruisers, and an immense expenditure of treasure and 
of life on the part of this country. And further, in the judg- 
ment of the committee, the — has not only acquired 
the right to demand what has become of these victims of cupidit 
and oppression, but also the power to interpose in their behalf, 
to declare their right to liberty, and to secure its [enjoyment. 
The committee would, therefore, beg most earnestly of your 
lordship to adopt such measures as shall be a test of the 
sincerity of these powers to abolish the slave-trade, and shall 
lead without delay to the enforcement of their own laws. The 
importance of such a step must be obvious to your lordship, 
inasmuch as it would secure the liberty of an immense body of 
Africans now unlawfully held as slaves, and, what is now even of 
ter importance, would effectually destroy the slave-trade. 
he committee conceive that the constitution of a court under 
the treaties referred to, pepe | ample and summary powers to 
ascertain the bozal from the creole negros—the Africans imported 
subsequently to the date of the first treaties with these powers 
for the suppression of the slave-trade, from those who had been 
previously introduced—and authority to decide, without appeal, 
in all cases brought before it for adjudication, upon the question 
of their right to liberty—the onus of proof, in all cases to the 
contrary, ——— the parties claiming ownership, would be of 
great value in this respect. 
On behalf of the Committee, &c., &c., 
G. W. ALEXANDER, Chairman. 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
20th March, 1840. 





- THE NEW SCHOOL OF WEST INDIANS. 


‘Unnper the title of the “ Re-colonization of the West Indies,” we 
‘find in the Colonial Gazette of March 25th an interesting article, 
from which we make a few extracts. In describing “ the errors 
of what is called the West India body,” the writer says :— 
F Vot very long ago, there was scarcely a West Indian, either here or in 
the Colonies, who did not imagine that he had a sort of right to wealth un- 
bought by exertion. Till ruin stared them in the face, the whole class 
seemed incapable of believing in the possibility of its approach. Their re- 
sistance to the inevitable abolition of slavery, though angry and obstinate, 
was remarkably feeble in comparison with the power which they might have 
exerted : and if it had been ever so —** it would only have proved 
the more their want of sagacity. Blinded and enervated by a long pros- 
rity, they op what no opposition could prevent, and yet brought 
_less vigour to possible task than would have been requisite to gain a 
favourable cause.” 
goes on to tell us of the generation of a new race, who 
_ “Have discovered the necessity of exerting themselves, like other people 
who win prosperity. Being thrown on their own resources, and beset by 
_ difficulties that might appa the stoutest, her show a vigour of thought and 
action proportioned to the emergency. efforts of various bodies of 
capitalists in the West Indies to obtain labour for hire, on which the value 
and indeed the existence of their property wholly depends, remind one 
rather of the adventurous colonizers of a wilderness than of men enfeebled 
by the pampering influence of slavery and monopoly. Fresh obstacles 












seem onl —— their covrage and perseverance, If the destiny of 
the West In were in their keeping, we should have no misgivings w to 
the result. But it happens that less d on these tic ists, 
than on the Imperial Government and public opinion in England. And 
when the question is how to influence the latter in favour of the West 
Indies, so that wise legislation may come to the aid of the colonists in their 
endeavours to save their country, we find no present means adequate to the 
end. The accustomed organs of the West Indies in this country have not 
an undivided interest in the Colonies, but commonly regard their West 
India property as a matter subordinate to interests or occupations here ; 
and,’ what is worse, they belong for the most part to the old-fashioned order 
of West Indian politicians, who have little feelin on, the ‘op 9 beyond 
an ill-concealed regret at the abolition of slavery, abd ‘a lively dread of free 
trade. They can complain of past interference with their property in slaves, 
and deprecate future interference with what they prin: their property 
in thie bounty on West India sugar; but concerning a sufficient measure 
for the supplying the West Indies with the sine quad non of prosperity, 
plenty of ur for hire—or the means by-which public opi and the 
Legislature of the Mother-country might be brought to right the Colonies 
with affection—they have not the most distant idea. Nor, if they had great 
objects in view, would they know of any way to pursue them, but the beaten 
path of gentle importunities addressed to the careless ear of Mr. Moruzr- 
country. We speak generally, not denying that there are exceptions, even 
among the oldest of the old-fashioned West Indian organs. But, speaking 
thus generally, the West Indian body, as at present constituted, may be re- 
garded as a worn-out machine of no manner of use. 

“ And yet are there in this country men of West Indian birth or con- 
nexion, capable of worthily representing the new race of colonists, whose 
energy has been stimulated by untoward events. They comprehend the 
dangerous situation of their country, and possess both the courage and the 
talent to save it. With definite objects, they are not deterred by prejudice 
or pride from adopting appropriate means. They know to what extent, and 
why the West Indian — have no hold on popular sympathies at 
home ; and they are prepared accordingly to carry out the principle of 
emancipation to the end, by abolishing all distinctions of colour, socially as 
wellas politically, in the West Indies, and cordially to aid in forming out 
of the ruins of British slavery a West Indian nation of the} negro blood. 
Their aim is so to improve the productive industry of the West Indies, as to 
undersell the employers of slave-labour in every market. With these views 
they must look forward to the time when bounties on West India produce 
would be of no avail, and must therefore be ready to acknowledge the 
popular principle of free trade. They are a class called into existence by 
adverse circumstances, and able to contend with them—unprejudiced, clear- 
sighted, bold in their conceptions, devoid of paltry intercolonial jea!ousies, 
cognizant of popular opinion in the Mother-country, and desirous to gain its 
sympathy ; and, lastly, they are a small minority. For pow we may ask, 
when was so great a change as these men contemplate in the state of the 
West Indies brought about, except by the exertions of some brave little 
band of original thinkers? But the difficulties! the obstacles !—these will 
but incite them to corresponding efforts. Steam navigation promises them 
most valuable aid, by shortening time and space. The glorious region com- 

ing the West Indies will soon be united as one country by facilities of 
intercourse among its parts, and brought almost to our own doors. A vast 
and new field will be laid open to British enterprise.. May it then be co- 
lonized over again on the popular principle of freedom in all things ! ”’ 

We have read this article with mingled feelings. It lets us 
know clearly how vigorous the efforts are, and are to be, by which 
the West Indians, new and old, are endeavouring to make the 
government embark in their scheme of immigration ; and we 
may hence gather with ore certainty, how strenuous and 
watchful our exertions must be, if we mean effectually to guard 
against mischief. But it is evidently intended also to disarm the 
hostility of abolitionists, by inspiring the belief that an influential 
part of the body, the West Indians of the new school, “ are pre- 
pared to carry out the principle of emancipation to the end, by 
—— ali distinctions of colour, socially as well as politically, 
in the West Indies, and to aid in forming, out of the ruins of 
British slavery, a West Indian nation of the negro blood.” This 
is well and persuasively said ; but may it be believed? Can we 
have so cheering a matter in some other shape than that of 
unauthorized words? Shall any evidence of what is asserted 
appear promptly in substantial measures, or undeniable facts? 

ill the young West Indians come out before the pei, and in 
some official form declare themselves the holders of such a prin- 
ciple? ‘Will even any one of them write a pamphlet, avowing it 
as hisown? Concurrent as we should be in a course of immigra- 
tion really conducted on the “ ——— and righteous “ principle 
of freedom in all things,” we have had too much experience of 
West Indian artifice to believe that such a thing is fintended 
merely because it is talked of. There have been laws passed in 
the West Indies before now, never intended for anything but to 
delude the ple of England; and, for aught we know, the 


article we have quoted may be intended for nobody, but—the 
abolitionists. 
Whatever gratification it may afford us to meet with a con- 


fession of the past errors of ‘the West India body, and an acknow- 
ledgment of the necessity of at least professing some new_and 
more pop principles, we must — say, let us have 
something more than professions, 


Baptist Ant1-Stavery Convention in the United States.—The 
Christian Reflector, of February 19th, contains a spirited call to all Baptist 
Abolitionists,to attend a National Convention of Baptists friends of Imme- 
diate Emancipation, to be held at the MacDougall-street Baptist church 
in this city, on Monday, the 27th day of April, to form an American 
Baptist Anti-Slavery Society, and to consider and adopt the best means for 
enlisting the influence of the Baptist denomiation in favour of the im- 
mediate abolition of slavery, not only: in their own church, but in our 
country and out the world. The call) is signed by 487 persons, 
the majority of ordained Baptist ministers, and the others chiefly 
deacons of churches, students of theology, &c.—New York Emancipator. 
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LONDON, Arai 8ru. 





THE GENERAL ANTI-SLAVERY CONFERENCE, 

W ill commence its sittings at Freemasons’ Hall, London, on the 
12th of June, 1840. A book is prepared for entering the names 
and other particulars of the delegates who may be appointed by 
anti-slavery bodies both at home and abroad. In a case of such 
singular interest and importance, the committee earnestly hope, 
and fully expect, that the friends of the cause in the United 
Kingdom will not be backward, either in the appointment of 
delegates, or in their’attendance as delegates when appointed. It 
is particularly requested that all anti-slavery bodies will send an 
immediate official notification of the appointments which may be 
made by them, addressed to J. H. Tredgold, Esq., at the office of 
the Anti-slavery Society, 27, New Broad Street, London. 





Tne case of the Coolies is respited. Lord John Russell has fur- 
ther postponed the discussion of his project to the 15th of May,which 
we hope may be translated—to the Greek kalends. These repeated 
procrastinations betoken embarrassment, and may be ed, we 
trust, as precursors of the relinquishment of this ill-omened 
scheme. 8 the mean time, our friends must improve the oppor- 
tunity for action, that they may turn what is now not improbable 
into a happy certainty. 





Tue distinguished traveller and friend, Joseph John Gurney, 

writes from Antigua, that he has visited the Danish islands of 

Tortola and St. Croix, and the great importance of efforts 

being made for the abolition of may Be He speaks in most 
tigua. 


gratifying terms of the peasantry of 





IMMIGRATION TO BRITISH GUIANA, 
* Copy of Despatch from Lord Joux Russerz to Governor Licut. 
Downing-street, 15th February, 1840. 


Sir,—I cannot be surprised at the anxiety you evince on the subject of 
the ordinance for the promotion of emigration. An equal desire for the 
adoption of some measures upon this subject has been shown by the 
merchants of London and Liverpool connected with the West Indies, and 
is expressed in several memorials. I send you copies with this despatch 
of two of the most important. 

I will not, at present, enter into the question upon which you are at 
issue with the planter-proprietors of British Guiana ; namely, whether the 
colony is at this moment prosperous or the reverse. The decline of pro- 
duce is unquestionable. The return appended to your despatch of 15th 
October, 1839, shows a decrease on the quarter, from 6th July to 10th 
October, as compared with 1831-2-3, in sugar, of 7259 hogsheads ; rum, 
of 2014 puncheons; molasses, 7309 hogsheads. But in coffee, the de- 
crease is still more remarkable, being a decline from 1,618,228 pounds to 
346,350, or more than three-fourths of the whole production of the former 

ears. 

The statement of the West India merchants, in their memorial of the 
17th ultimo, is as follows :—* The deficiency in the last year’s crops, in 
Demerara alone, exclusive of Berbice, was shown to be no less than 
£930,000.” Some part of this decline may be owing, as you assert, to the 
lateness of the season; but no doubt can exist as to the fact of a re- 
markable falling off in the quantity of produce during the first year of 
freedom. 

I am not disposed, as a general proposition, to refer this falling off in 
the produce to the want of adequate wages as its cause. Many vexatious 
disputes have no doubt arisen ; the proper rate of wages was all to seek ; 
the engagements and obligations of slavery had left — traces in the 
habits and minds both of employer and negro; the one, with little reason, 
expected that the negro was, at all events, to carry on the cultivation of 
sugar ; while the other, with as little right, thought he was, in any case, 
to remain in undisturbed possession of his large provision ground. Buta 
larger and more general cause had led to the decline of cultivation of sugar 
and coffee. 

It is not to be expected, that men who can subsist in comfort without 
hard labour will continue to devote themselves to it. The state of planter 
and slave left the West India colonies without a middle class ; the more 
careful and intelligent of the emancipated negros became petty traders. A 
few acres of ground will produce provisions for a family, with some surplus 
to sell at market, and bring home manufactured goods ; the negros who 
earn high wages cf or hire plots of land, and refuse to let their daily 
labour for hire. There is nothing in this singular or culpable. No man in 
this country, who has capital. sufficient to keep a shop or rent a farm, will 
follow the plough as a day-labourer, or work from morning till night as a 
hand-loom weaver. 

Nor, let me observe, were the damage to end here, would the British 
—— have any cause to feel disappointment. Carrying into effect 
the religious and benevolent views of the nation at large, it was their 
object to convert slaves into free men; to rescue their brethren of Africa 
from the lash of compulsory toil, and establish them as christian men on 
the soil where they had been transported as chattels, or beasts of hurden. 
On this, the principal question of all, there is, [ am happy to say, no room 
for doubt. None of the most inveterate opponents of our recent measures 


of —— allege that the negros have turned robbers, or plunderers, | 


or blood-thirsty insurgents. What appears from their statement’ is, that 
they have become shopkeepers, and petty traders, and hucksters, and small 
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Changes in commerce as great as this 
HL E — 850 4 Dike FESS GPR 





—— a blessed change, which providence has enabled-us to a¢~ 


co . aay 
It is im bat still a secondary ag to consider how we ‘can 
maintain the natural prosperity of oar West Ind a colonies, promote the 
cultivation of products for which the climate is adapted, and keep’ up, 
if not increase, the tion of British manufactures. © 9 °° 1 

I must fairly confess that, so far as these results are to be obtained by 

raising sugar in the quantities formerly obtained, I see miuch reason’ 
end we shall not be successful to ‘the degree anticipated by those 
who urge measures now under considération upon the govertiment.’ The’ 
fairest way, and the one most likely to lead to the truth, willbe to pass in’ 
review the measures proposed. — seca haha 

— ee Ae eaters Pima «3: seal ime ee ooo 0b 
—* emigration of labourers into Guiana, Trinidad, and other colonies, 
with @ view to introduce a large population, similar to that now existing 
in the island of Barbados. Ret lech 

The first proposition for this pu was for the introduction of a 
number of Indian labourers, called Hill Coolies. The proposition, it its 
—— shape, contemplated an engagement for five years, under contract 
of service. 

Although Lord Glenelg greatly mitigated the measure contemplated, yet 
Parliament immediately wake prvi at She proposal: the ignorance of the 
people to be removed, the abuses of crowded ships and unwholesome food, 
the unavoidable length of the voyage, the change of climate, the danger of 
compulsion upon another race, and of slavery in a new form ; all these 
objections were urged, and urged with success against the measure. Some 
members of the House of Lords conceived that these ‘evils might be ob- 
viated by regulation, and that house of parliament sent a bill to the House 
of Commons for the protection of the natives of her Majesty’s territories 
in the East Indies, contracting for labour to be performed without the said 
territories, &c., by which minute restrictions were laid pe the —— 
of emigrants ; and, among other provisions, security was , in the third: 
clause of the bill, that they should have the means of performing: their 
own heathen rites. 

But, when these restrictions came to be considered, those for whose 
benefit the labourers were to be conveyed agreed with her —— 
government that it would be better to stop the emigration from I alto- 
gether, until some more efficacious, and, at the same time, more simple 
measure could be devised; the governor-general of India, weighing all 
the difficulties of the case, came to the same conclusion: nor has the com- 
mittee, appointed in Bengal to investigate the subject, proposed any satis- 
factory plan. : ; 

I confess I should be unwilling to adopt any measure to favour the 
transfer of labourers from British India to Guiana, after the failure of the 
former —*— Admitting that the mortality of the Hill Coolies first 
sent may have been accidental, I am notp to encounter the respon- 
nie of * = may lead to —— —* loss —— the one 

and, or, on the other, to a new of slavery. 
ment is not — — —2 —3 ae 
argument used, in favour of enabling the crowded population of India to 
—* —— * high wages of Guiana, which remove altogether the 
anger preaend, —— 
——— ‘cap- 
tured by our cruizers in slave-ships ; but I cannot anticipate much benefit 
from such importation. If, as has lately been the case, the number of 
slaves taken in such vessels should be few, but little advantage would be 
derived from sending them to Trinidad and Demerara, instead of the 
Bahamas, at the risk of fresh capture. You are probably aware that, 
since January, 1838, not more than three captures of ships, with slaves on 
board, have taken place in such situations as to lead to their being brought 
to the West Indian Mixed Commission Court for adjudieation. fe 

But if this number should increase, and any large addition be made to 

our rich colonies from this source, our whole policy in putting down’ the 


slave-trade would bo exposed to suspicion, and we might not — 
be told, that we were indirectly recruiting our own i rr 


pulsory labour by the means which we to the 
traffic of other i Presa Iam not — — — tts souros 
of supply, I wish only to point out, that it must be either scanty or sus- 
pected, and that those who looked to it as a remedy for the present want 
of labourers will probably be disappointed. ‘* 

Other or more legitimate modes of increasing the number of labourers 
have been suggested. A gentleman, who yields to none in —— nce or 
ability, conceives that the middle class of Trinidad will be filled by emi- 
grants from the United States, leaving the blacks of the islands to resort'to 
field labour for subsistence. This may, to a considerable extent, be the 
case. 

In course of time we may hope to see the black population, which was 
kept down by legal oppression and licentious morals consequent on a state’ 
of slavery, advance in numbers under the institution of marriage, and in 
the enjoyment of 5 Every increase of numbers, if accompani 
by education and civilized habits, will lead to increase of industry, and be’ 
productive of wealth. 

But, supposing everything to be done, which, by bounties on emigra- 
tion, locating captured negros, and natural increase of population, can be 
expected, it will still remain a probes. whether it would be possible'to 
maintain sugar cultivation to its former extent, for this is what is meant by 
the term “‘ prosperity ;” while, on the other hand, the term “ruin” is 
used to designate, not the poverty of the people, not the want of food or 
raiment, not even the absence of riches or luxury, but simply the decrease 
of sugar cultivation. — 

Let me, then, look at this question largely. It is stated (I take it only 
for illustration), that the wages of a day labourer are, in Guiana, 1s. 6d. per 
day, and in Hindostan not more than 2d. When you should have removed 
to Guiana a large number of labourers, they are still to be free labourers ;. 
the soil is fertile, the climate invites to indolence: the Indian race love. 
ease and enjoyment, at least as much as any other ; you have still no cer-: 
tainty for —* sugar crop. In the meantime, it is a mere matter-of caleu⸗ 
lation to the capitalist what sugar will cost him to raise in Hindostan, to: 
bring to England, and to clear of duty ; and whether, all this done, he can 
— ——— the Demerara ‘planter. Tf he can, the. sugar 
yasiness will rise in Bengal, and the Coolie remain at home ; the plantatiox 
will be found for the labourer, and not bet labourer igo to the plantation 
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and fabrics of silk ftom thé 
tyeen.come from ‘Taacsay to: Roglentl, went 


a made ions, I have to add, that I have no indis- 
eS oe to be made to recruit extensively the popu- 
. Twill state, in a separate » the modifications I 
‘necessary in. an , to replace that which Lord Normanby 
ised her Majesty to disallow... Freedom of labour is the general prin- 

iple, and resing got pe na 
J— 8 degree I might be to yield to the representa- 
tions of the, ietors, whether in this or in the 
ies, I upon you to bear in mind, that the happiness of 


tw ¢ the British flag flies i 
all oppression, and watch over the impartial administration of the 
. By such means our colonies in the West Indies will be made to 
h in a different form and a different sense from that in which 
term has hitherto used. The Queen, whose commands I now 


convey to you, looks for her reward in the faithful attachment of a million 
of her people, whom it has been her care to render worthy of the boon which 





it was the happiness of her predecessor to be enabled coe sg dena 
liberal assistance of his parliament, — 3** the joy of his subjects, 
ve, &c. 
(Signed ) J. Russext. 
ENGLISH SLAVE-HOLDERS. 
(From the Mining Journal.) 


. We insert in our columns of to-day a letter from Mr. Turnbull, on the 
traffic in: human. beings, which is carried on for the more economical 
working of the Brazilian mines—that gentleman directing our attention to 
an item in the report of one of the companies of £45,000, being the value of 
the live stock. ‘There can be no question, in our opinion, but that it in- 
cludes. (if it be not wholly composed of) the price set on the heads of 
men, women, and children, bought by the company, and whose labour is 
looked forward ‘to as affording the means of profit to the English share- 


holder. It is one of the proud boasts of this country, that asum of no less | 


than twenty millions was, the legislature, a iated to that grand 
moral object—the abolition of slav yet we find associated with the 
companies, both in the capacity of directors and shareholders, those parties 
who were, many of them, foremost in giving freedom to the slave. 
’ present is, however, only one of many instances afforded us, 
wherein the philanthropist (so mis-called) avowedly protects the interests 
] t at i — and indirectly bene- 
fits by the continuance of a system, which, as a *4 he condemns, but 
which, as a part, he finds to be productive of private advantage and benefit. 
That the advantages arising from slave-labour, inthe working of the mines 
in Brazil, hold out an inducement to the employment of capital, from the 
economy with which, under such circumstances, mines are worked (free 
labour, we believe, in many cases, not being always attainable), is a 
question too well known and understood by those on whom the direc- 
tion and management of these undertakings devolve im England, to 
require any observation or ition on our We know that, with 
many the means by which the end is obtained is a matter of indifference, 
and that they ask not for detailed information, so that the results are of 
a. nature. In the case of the African slave (who, be it re- 
membered, is consi as so much stock,) he, with his family, must 
stage sobs tey, be recived ead 
mines 2 _prosperous, so is value received an 
f te ts-delinn ef the seeping to ta Gikdel-betaie he 
shareholders—those very men who would deprecate slavery, 
signatures may be found to petitions for its abolition; while 
taken an active interest iu the questiun, und, by their votes in 
y, have acquired the title of the champions of the slave 
of humanity. The answer we have already anticipated—the 
labour, and the * attondant on ihat nthe slave. 
an explanation which can be deemed satisfactory b 
who love for his fellow-creatures—who has én 
k of proper feeling? Are there not other channels for the employment 
ipital with the prospect of profitable results, without dealing and bar- 
for the slave, who, when his services are no longer necessary, is 
and handed over to the best bidder? Shame on such a system, and on 
yse who, as practising it, at once avow their assent to, and their advocacy 
in. n flesh. We hope that government, who are bound to 
the measure fully carried out which they introduced, and to which the 
willingly contributed their millions sterling, will at once 
the matter in hand, and teach the mining adventurer that his pursuits 
be confined, at least so far as England is concerned, to free labour, 
——— must not fill his purse with the ill-earned gains of the labours 
slave. 


[The following is the letter referred to in the preceding article.} _ 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE MINING JOURNAL. 

ir,—Through the medium of your excellent Journal, I am desirous of 
ng the attention of the share-bolders in the Spanish and Brazilian Mining 
nies to some facts, in which they are deeply interested, and which may 
; , nevertheless, have their consideration. I have just had 
before me a printed circular, account current, and report, addressed by 
@ directors of one of these associations to the holders of its shares, in 
| the pal item of consists of an outlay of £45,000. ster- 
— for the purchase of live stock! 

yw’, I desire to know, whether the ladies and gentlemen to whom such 
documunts are addressed, are in the habit of informing themselves of the 
mature of the “ live stock” which is thus 
fortnéir advantage. If the include an and 
children, it is only because the directors have classed their fel- 
low-creatures in the same category with their horses, oxen, and mules, and 
PO fh eee hs 

tern of the African alave-trade. : 


public meeting, I understand, is about to be called for the of 
gry ge epoca tute rg ti ti foe named 
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at the Hava de’, pores su 
in a work of mine lately published ; the effect of which, it is con ly 
expected, will be sufficient to accomplish the suppression of the trade. 
There are several of these mining companies, whose operations, although 
performed by slave labour, are yet conducted in such a way as to make them 
independent of all farther participation in the slave-trade. The directors of 
such associations are, tless, aware, how much it is their interest to de- 
prive their rivals of all further aed, of the cheap labour they obtain by 
means of importation from the n coast. Invite them, I beseech you, 
to attend the meeting, in order to exculpate themselves from the large s 
they are supposed to take in the encouragement of man-stealing ; and at 
the same time expose the criminal practices of those with whom they must 
be constantly in er of being confounded. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
London, March 26th, 1840. 


Colonial and Foreign Entelligence. 


WEST INDIES. 


Jamaica, Jatt Scenes 1n Savannaw-LA-Mar.—(From a letter 
of Captain Stuart to Mr. Sturge, dated 4th of February, 1840. 
Saturday last I visited the gaol in this place, and found amongst the 
prisoners one young man and two young women. Their cases appear to 
me to be very grievous, and toinvolve a serious outrage on law and jas- 
tice. The names ofthese three young persons are, Benjamin Tennison, 
who seems about eighteen years of age; Annie Williams, who seems to be 
twenty, or upwards; and Anne Ferrard, who appears to be about eigh- 
teen. All these have been living on New Retrieve estate, the property of 
Neil Maledam, Esq., Sinclair, a ; Latham, overseer. Benjamin 
Tennison has a brother, named Charles Malcolm, living on the estate, and 
renting on it a house and ground, for which he pays 2s. sterling or 3s. 4d. 
currency, weekly. With this brother he lived, having no separate house 
or ground whatsoever ; working usually on the estate, Under these cir- 
camstances, an arbitrary c of rent was suddenly made against him, 
amounting to 7s. 6d. currrency ; but he refused to pry it; declaring, how- 
ever, as he says, that, if they would give hima house and ground like 
others, he would pay like others ; no house or ground was given him, but, 
without any explanation which he understood or remembers, and without 
any summons to court of which he was aware, he was apprehended, and 
at once hurried to gaol, where he now is. The distress warrant on which 
he was committed is dated 30th of December, 1839, and is signed by G. 
R. Jobnston, and J. M. Dawes, local magistrates. The damages, that is, 
the rent charged, is 7s. 6d, currency, and the costs 18s. 9d. 

Annie Williams was living with her father and mother, N. H. Spence 
and Janette Wallace, they having a house alone, without any ground on 
the estate, her father paying 2s. sterling weekly for the house, but rent- 
ing land on another estate, called Magotty, Annie Williams had no sepa- 
rate house or ground whatsoever; she usually worked on the estate. 
Under these circumstances, she was suddenly arbitrarily notified that 
she owed rent and was required to pay it; about 11s. sterling. She of 
course refused, having nothing to pay rent for. She was subsequently 
arrested without any trial whatever, and taken to gaol, where she now is. 
The distress warrant is dated 17th of December, 1839, and is signed by 
G. R. Johnston, local; and R. Cocking, stipendiary magistrate. The 
damages [rent] are ils. 8d., and the costs 18s. 9d. currency. 

Anne Ferrard was living with her mother, Catherine Maledam ; her father 
is dead ; she had no separate house or ground whatever ; her mother paid 
a weekly rent of 9d. sterling, and her two brothers, who lived with 
them, paid 2s. sterling each, * week ; she usually worked on the estate ; 
she was regularly summoned to the Court-House, and attended. Messrs. 
Jo&cst7m and Cocking were on the bench ; she was told she owed three 
dollars rent for house and ground ; she replied that she had neither house 
nor ground ; that she was living with her mother; but that,'if they would 
ae her a house and ground like others, sbe would willingly pay as others 

id. te was dismissed and went home ; but,‘on —* 13th instant, ———— 
any er explanation, she was apprehended and taken to jail, where 
now is. The distress warrant * dated 30th on at et 9 and is 
signed by G. R. Johnstone, local; and by R. Cocking, special. The da- 
* —— 17s. 6d., and costs, 188. 9d. currenc ai 7 

ese young persons possess no property 0: ir own. A very 
em gpa evil in this case is, that, —* eit is which they are con- 
affording no means whatsoever of separation by day, or of classifi- 
cation at any time, these two young women, who seem by their manners to 
be quite modest and simple, are forced into the company of strangers ; one 
of whom is actually a man of highly us character, long inured to 
villany. Another thing which I could not avoid noticing, was the nauseous 
smell of the whole prison atmosphere. The gaoler, who seems a proper 
man, is not —— with any means of purifying it, or of keeping it pure. 
Stipendiary Harris, who was with me, desired him, however, at my re- 
monstrance, to purchase lime immediately for that purpose, and charge the 
vestry with it. The whole building, though finely situated, ané encom- 
passed with a m stone wall, is, in its whole interior and in all its 
windowings, miserably dilapidated and insecure. 

From my extended intercourse with the of Hanover, I prefer 
them to any other part of the population of Jamaica which I have seen; 
they —— to have a — manliness than ——— 
manly, but more patient. It is a double o to oppress people. 
I may add, that, tlre eager y| the — 5 which are bitter 
indeed to many, people of Hanover {in {general are happy 
too, in the law, in ‘ 
own y industry, and in the su 
crushed. 


ith Spain and for rrin on the o — of m commission 


D. Turneotu. 
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of the established church, the stipendiary James Harris, John Holt, Esq., 
—Sä——————— 55 pel | — 
tenham (in ist missionary, 
Francis; together with the Rev. Charles Willi Walia! cheswupex: 
tioned, of Argyle Penn and Knuockalva, particul —— the ba- 
——————— the friends of impar- 
justice, é 





Emicrant Serrizrs.—Szarorp-towN AND Mr. Lemonius.— 
From a letter of Captain Stuart to Mr. Sturge, dated 4th February, 1840. 
—On Thursday last, I visited Seaford-town, the third government settle- 
ment of European jemigrants which has fallen in my way, in this island. 
I called upon the superintendant, and saw his mistress; he was out. 
The schoomaster also was away from home. From the people I got 
the following details, which I give as I received them; Rev. C. W. 
Winkler, was with me; they were ge in a very modest and manly 
manner. They told me that they all came out together in December, 
1835; that their original number was 544. They were — by 
Mr. Lemonius, or his agents; they are chiefly from Hanover ; they are 
Catholics generally ; they haveno church or minister ; their schoolmaster 
is a Catholic, and teaches the Romish catechism,j and conducts a kind of 
worship with them on the sabbath day. Their indentures are expired, 
and they say they were not faithfully kept ; they are not favourably situated 
for getting work. The superintendant prefers giving employment to the 

, rather than to them. They have not been paid faithfully for the 
work which they formerly performed for the public, by engagement with 
him ; they have no — The schoolmaster is very useful and kind 
in this respect; but for him they say many more would have died; he 
seems to be a benevolent and prudent man. They now dwell in houses 
built by themselves ; their land is excellent. they occupy each, variously, 
from one to five acres ; (each family ;) they have hitherto had no restric- 
tion in this, beyond their own means, or energy, or convenience, or choice. 
The scenery is beautiful, consisting of an undulating valley adorned with 
hills, between a northern and a southern range of mountains; but the 
situation is remote, roads are not formed, and there is no market 
near; I observed in their garden spots, however, ginger and tobacco for 
commerce ; and the coffee, the cane, the mango, and the plantain, besides 
the grained provisions of their country, planted for their own enjoyment. 

But all this is the most favourable side of the picture; death and dis- 
content, whatever were its causes, have fearfully ravaged them. I have 
the details from them of twenty-six families, yet remaining in the settle- 
ment, numbering 

Formerly 26 men, 32 women, and 117 children. 
Deceased 2 ,, omy and 53 4 
Leaving 24 ,, 24°), and 64 2 
Of these total as above .. 175 
Have died .........+.- 68 
Total remaining........ 112 
Of the above 8 women, 6 are second wives, the first having died; among 
the}women were some widows with families. 

They give me the details of 15 other families, numbering persons 78. 

Of these remain ......06 eeeeeene ereceoeeees 13 
Removed, chiefly to America...........00+ 15 
De. Mee een ee ar Pa Ong tr re 50 

That is 50 persons deceased out of 78, in little more than four years. 

By the —— —— it would appear that there —— Seaford, 125 
persons ; but m a government report, published in the Royal 
Gazette of January the 13th last, that there are said to remain 68 males, 
and 66 females, making 134, and leaving a deficiency in my account of 
nine persons. , 

Their countenances are pale, and their appearance feeble. I did not see 
one who looked robust, but I only saw a few of them ; their children looked 
like drooping plants; some beautiful, but wan; yet they seem contented 
and industrious. They told me, that, were it not for the fever, they would 
prefer this to their native country ; and as it is, they do not wish to return. 
Their chief grievance, as they feel it, is the want of a wise, kind, and vigor- 
ous superintendant. This is certainly a grievous want, and exceedingly 
happy would it be could they be supplied with such an one. Many of 
them formerly went about begging, and this corroborates their affirmation 
that the provisions pledged them by their indentures were not faithfully 
supplied. Since they have begun to reap the cultivation of their own 
grounds, this begging has ciel: 

Many smaller parties have been settled at different times by private 
speculation, since 1834 and 1835. They have almost all nonlin dis- 
persed or dead, but the speculation does not yet seem extinct. It would 
be worthy of a parliamentary commission, if entrusted to proper hands, to 
explore by authority, and publicly report, the history in detail of emigrant 
parties introduced from various lands since 1833, into our recently eman- 
cipated colonies. It might check a system which certainly in general has 
been a system of fraud, suffering, and death. And if there be an excep- 


tons, Hare. those exceptions known on unquestionable evidence, it 
might e benefit the colonies which need more labourers, and the labourers 
who are pining for employment in their native countries. The experiment 
at this day has had extent and duration sufficient for the establi of 


sound conclusions. Should such a commission, however, be appointed, it 
would be better to divide it, as otherwise the extent of the inquiry, and the 
difficulties of travelling, would —* uriously protraet tho 


Inoed not remind you, that all st hopes of liberty in these colo- 
nies, as well as throughout the world, nd, under God, upon the faith- 
fulness of British Christians. You must be continually exercising 


all the 
influence can upon the home government, to make and it right 
if possible. Look to the stipendiaries, and su —— 
ones : to the laws, and suffer not evil ones to be sanctions’ ; and, if petal 
bie, extinguish the authority of the local magi in all matters between 
masters and servants, they themselves being one of the parties concerned. 


Tue Oxp Sysrzm.—[ From Captain Stuart, dated 25th January. 
1840].—By ——————— 1838, ri ing 
» houses of correction, &c. (of which I am informed, that the new 

jw, not yet published, is little more thun a pt,) sixth section the 
Sexes are directed to be separated, and due cl 








prisoners, er — —— _of sexes, wholly 
18 a gross abuse, * i 





to be made; ‘but, | 


Le 
in contempt of this, the vestry of this has resolved. merely to put the 
building as it is into better order; leaving the ordained | comet 





tO. 

demands dec * gece bet bie selloo elft yd 
petty session is in a deplorable condition, | Excepting. i 
stipendiary Harris, it is almost altogether one-sided in all questions between. 
masters and labourers. Of Mr.Cocking the frankly —— 
for me, massa, go to him. Him friend with -b im. eat busha— 
him drink with busha—him sleep at him bouse—him shake. hands with 
him.”—They have but two places of sitting in the parish, Lucea and Green 
island, from either of which some parts of the parish are twenty 
tant, Beta Se sisge: Set — are i 
arrears of business arise, For instance, a great number of labo: 
different estates were summoned to answer charges of rent, last. | 
i, it a gsr plete gs pe of a petty ¢ th 
although they attended punctually not one of their — ord PF 
forward. They were warned to attend the next day (Thursday, 
The petty sessions sat, and they attended again, but the 

in petty criminal cases (criminal cases taking the 

all others,) and they are now put off till ‘next Wednesday. I need . 
point out the ruinous effects upon the agriculture of the ——— 
connected with such litigations and such delays, nor the mutual displeasure, 
mistrust, and aversion which they must produce both in master and man. 
The loss to the labourers, a8 poor men, —— upon their own daily 
labour for the subsistence of ves and families ; the dissipation and 
uncertainty of mind which it must more or less produce, and the 
of the prices of provisions, already hurtfully dear, are collateral evils 
affecting magnitude. The rent cases, above spoken of, have two totally 





illegal features. ‘ 
Ist. Charging double rent —— and suddenly, under pretext of 
some agreement or stipulation to which one side only has agreedfor in 
stance :—- , 
William Thomas Chambers, 
Dr. to Blenheim Estate, the property of Neil Malcolm, Esg 
1839. sd 


Dec. 28th. To rent of house and ground, one week, from 21st 
1840. Dee. 06 date 5 GF OI ene ite et 
Jan. 4th. To rent of house and ground one week, from 28th 
Dec.todate . . . Sea ee? Fe UT Oo Brg 

Jan. 11th. To rent of house and ground, one week, from the 4th ore 


January to date “Petia Bet of TS g 
£0 18 4 


as per agreement and notice given. ad 
is is one of a multitude, The people all solemnly affirm that they have 
made no such agreement whatsoever, and are aware of no such notice, aps 
from the bill itself. The above was handed to Chambers about the 15th or 
16th instant. — 
2nd. The other illegal feature is, charging several members of the same 


family rent, viz. :— 
, weekly. £0 8 4 





George Wilson (and wife) per house and 
George Wilson, his dest a00; living with his parents, and 
have no te house or ground aia, é - oO 18 


Cecilia Wilson, eldest daughter ditto. . . »« + @ 010 
James Wilson, second son, ditto y Soi Nyor lnovgurigray 
Total—one family, for one houseand ground . . . £0 6S 

Re . ‘ft 


There are several other children in the family, tat no rent has yet been 
exacted from them. This case is on New Mill Estate, under the attorney- 
ship of W. H. Knott. f 


Sr. Davm’s Dotnas acatw. From a letterto Mr. Sturge, dated 
27th January, 1840.—‘ On the 8th inst,, a man named Grant Lea, intro- 
duced by Stipendiary Moresby, came to ask my assistance. He lives in 
St. David’s, and was freed on the ist of August with the general mass: 
he was a widower, and about two months since married again, to a widow 
living in ae hut, and —— —— penn feo Maclean, . 

lamter magistrate, for whi id a macaroni (ls. wee 
pec On his coming to live in the vat with her, this — 25 rat 
charged him an extra macaroni per week for himself, and half a on 
for his child, making 2s. 6d. English in all. He and his wife and child con- 
tinued working for him, the two elder at 1s. per day, and the younger a 
6d., till near the end of the year, and instead of paying the rent in money 
ve him one whole day’s labour in the week. At time, Grant Lea 
eft the estate to go and prune coffee on a —— Proper for which 
he received half a dollar a-day, but still continued, t 2 and chil 
to work every Monday for the rent. In rking | 
days in the week elsewhere, Maclean charges le] ht s. 
four weeks, extra rent, including the very time he had worked on Mondays 
to pay the rent, and sends him a summons to answer the demand in 
court. Having found, on inquiry, that the parish of St. yet wd 
become notorious for its mal-administration of the law, and that the 
labourers entertained the belief that no justice was to be found in its cou 
I resolved at once to send down a ry ire solicitor to defead "Las, ant 
I did so, as we completely succeeded, 

















ae rents aa es atte 
to at in an 0 o : 
of tho coer 'osa le in the country round about, w —— | 
for what the * the triumph. The solicitor, however, —— 
of the fact that Lea and his wife and child had all been pa rent for the 
same occupation. Let me here remark on the m of this said 
court at St. David’s. It happened on this occasion, that 
was present. He came in tedly, as a locum —* 
aig Had he not —— vac magistrate wou 
rosecutor himself, a 
i : e can easily see how the 








diary and one local, course differed, and the case was 
After this matter was settled, there came in five cases, I 
similar natpre, ached a alpeb Se 
who had just sat ia in Lev’s case, against i 











. Be ir, — jal 





























Hye 





sahccn aurea — 








— “ee 


72° -THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





ae Aa ice Ih aii a Sa citi SALAS PBI ILTH A DSI LOLOL NA ON 


[WEDNESDAY , 





of which were confirmed, as the parties, no justice, suffered 
a afl: Are When I advised Lea to go into court and plead 
cause; he said, “ They no hear me, constable come and take me 
by the collar, and lead me away.” It seems strange to me that the 
pers aad. re? one shilling —* to coffee pi » Or 
‘wo in St. Mary’s, 


sixpetice per bushel when among the mountains 
where we just been, the labourers receive 1s. English per busbel, and 
can earn halfa per day, and when the wages at common day work are 


the: 


Sie Laonen Surtn.—At a meeting of the Baptist Missionaries, 
ee et on the 15th of January, 1840, a subscription was set on 
foot — — e late governor 

naica. The design, and the mode of presentation, are to be deter- 
mined by friends in England. _ 
‘Tur Rev. W. Ky1zs is on his voyage, and may be expected in 

England very shortly. 

_ Anoriten Staver has been taken by her Majesty’s brig, Ring- 
—* and carried into Port Royal, reported to have a great many slaves on 


@ macaroni and three-pence. There is something extremely wrong among 
planters eastward.” 


‘amaica Paper. 





Sr. Lucta—Tue Rervcze Staves From Marrinique.—Ex- 
tract of a letter from St. Lucia, dated January 20th, 1840.—* The 
refugees from Martinique have set the best example; they have 
ong been protected and advised by Dr. Robinson, and now of the number 
of 600 or 700, they are comfortably located; have their houses and gardens, 
and go out to work by the job, either singly or in bodies, with a most 
praiseworthy industry. This is as it should be; during that period when 
their. do not require their constant attention, they seek for work in 
weeding, planting, or manufacturing the staple.” 





Tainmpap.—[ Extract of a letter to Mr. Scoble, dated 31st 
January, 1840.]—‘ The planters now do not complain of their labour, but 
the old:cry is still heard,‘ we want an increase of hands.’ I am of opi- 
nion thet thagvare not really so much in need of labourers to take off their 
crops or carry on their estates, as they are desirous of having the labourers 
more in their power, and, like Barbados and Antigua, over populated, so 
as they may give them just what they please for their labour. In this they 

ighted ; for [ rejoice to find that, even from the quarter whence 

they expect the most useful and abundant supply, (the United States) the 
men ars very desirous of being so circumstanced as not to be compelled 
; necessity to labour on estates, particularly if their means will it 
them to cultivate lands for their own advantage. I have — 
an old black man from Boston, who is highly respectable (a local preacher), 
and upon whose favourable report depends our having a considerable 
number of his countrymen ; he is averse to all the immigrants being located 
on tations, but is aware that many must, of necessity, be so en- 
. There is.a fine field in this country, and the friends o humanity, 

in England and the United States, might do a great deal of rh in 

ishing some thousands of the unfortunate descendants of Africa on 

the north and south-eastern coast of this beautiful country. A town at 
Mayaro:would very shortly grow into importance, and command, from its 
contiguity, a great commercial intercourse with Demerara and the settle- 
ments up‘the Orinoco. Under proper government, the captured Africans 
might be. there located to greater advantage than scattered about the 
country, amongst those who are decidedly opposed to their moral advance- 
ment.- It is a well known fact, that Trini depends upon the Spanish 
main and the neighbouring islands, even for the small quantity of provision 
which its forty thousand inhabitants consume ; consequently, as the planters 
will never be brought to turn the least attention to that circumstance, I 
am, persuaded a great number of small proprietors, growers of corn and 
** in great demand, especially now an influx of population is ex- 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


 AnTI-stavery Proceepines. Bersice.—The following letter has 
been received by the Secretary of the Anti-slavery Society :— 
Oo Chapel House, Berbice, January 3rd, 1840. 
“My pear S1a,—It is with sincere pleasure that I forward to your com- 
mittee the enclosed fifty pounds, coming as it does from my dear black 
people, as a sacred pledge for their future * to your godlike and noble 
society. The following is a copy of the resolution passed at our late mis- 
~ Moved b: Mi. arris, seconded by Mr. R. Fraser, and 
solved—* That, whilst rejoicing in the blessed effects of freedom 
rienced by us, this meeting deeply sympathises with all those who are 
i, and balng deeply concerned, not only of the demoralizing and 
ig effects of slavery, but that it is utterly opposed to that which is 






pps os t of every human being, and totally at variance with the laws 
of God, determines to make use of all available means for assisting those 
ocieties which have for their immediate object the entire emancipation 
fom slavery of every son and daughter of the human family. And as a 
sacred pledge thereof, £50 sterling of the collection to be made this day, 

@ transmitted forthwith to the Secretary of the British and Foreign Anti- 
slaver ’ Society, to aid in the benevolent and godlike objects of that 


ae 






prsaat 





‘As the Berbice newspaper accompanying this to your address will give 
you the particulars o that meeting, and will give you some insight ints 
the spirit and movements of our ever dear people, I shall only add, that I 
us ; we shall be able to do much more this year than ever we have done 
the cause of our common Master. We feel that ours is a common 
use, Si ——— be overcome, and we have had the blessed 
on of seeing them in many instances die together. The n 










ai: 80 son as his fetters fall, and, taught by God’s good 
pi ys his manhood in the service of Jesus. 
Hoping to hear from you soon oo, So praping. for the ‘prosperity of our 
oly cause, 1 remain, my dear Sir, your’s most sincerely, —— 
eho bea EL’ Haywoop, ~~ 


awe o¥ ” — Anke ye 
“To J, H. Tredgold, Esq., Secretary, Anti-Slavery Society. 




















A Lirt ror Governor Licut.—{From the Guiana Chronicle.) 
‘In our last publication, we laid it down as a fact, that the governor has 
been doing everything in his power to serve the colony, notwithstandi 
the gross calumnies pro’ concerning him, the rude tone ado 
towards him, by some of our colonial. members in the court of policy 
and their adherents, and the lies which have been so unblushingly pub- 
lished by a portion of the press here about him. We will publigh in 
our next his dispatch relative to Scoble, which will amply prove his 
disinterested desire to benefit the country, by exposing the machinations 
of those who batten on the mistaken humanity of Eni land,—and which dis- 
patch has been the cause of Mr. Scoble excluded from the Colonial Office. 
Would all the representations of all the in British Guiana, have 
effected this? Assuredly no,—for they would haye been looked upon as 
interested parties ; and their statements, therefore, however true, would be 
viewed with suspicion, and consequently carry but little weight.”— What 
a quagmire his Light — must be in, to derive benefit from such 
an effusion as this !—Ed. A. R. 2 





COAST OF AFRICA. 


RENEWAL OF THE SLAVE TRADE BY THE FRENCH AND DUTCH. 
(To the Editor of the Morning Chronicle.) 

Str—The conduct of the French in the neighbourhood of our settlements 
at the river Gambia having lately occupied the attention of parliament 
and the public, we beg to lay before your readers the enclosed extract from 
a letter we have received this day from Africa, in reference to their fur- 
ther proceedings in that quarter. It would appear they have other objects 
in view besides commerce, in pushing their encroachments on our trade 
per fas et nefas at the Cazamanza, No wonder they should be so anxious 
to exclude us from that river, by seizing our ships, and warning off our 
traders, when one of their objects there is to purchase slaves for the use of 
the French government in the West Indies, an operation which they are 
— * anxious to carry on with as little observation or interruption as 
possible. 

No person who knows anything of Africa, can entertain a doubt of the 
serious mischief which must arise out of these proceedings on the part of 
the French. The nature ‘of the traffic they are ing on differs in no 

t from the ordinary slave-trade of the — and Portuguese in 
its moral effects on the natives, and its destructive tendency in putting a 
stop to legitimate trade. The native chiefs will hail these slave purchasers, 
in the open market by the agents of a powerful European government, 
under the protection of two ships of war, as the return of those halcyon 
days when the trade was carried on and encouraged by the civilised nations 
of the world ; and will be more confirmed than ever in the idea, that it is 
England alone that deprives them of their old and favourite traffic. 

In the meantime, the French will derive another important advantage 
from the traffic ; it will give them the exclusive command of the trade in 
produce, which is sure to follow the traffic in slaves, it being well known 
that the chief part of the produce is brought by slave labour to the coast, 
and that the trade always flows to that point where both the produce and 
the slaves find a market together. 

These proceedings on the part of France (and the Dutch are pursuing 
the same system on another part of the coast, where they are purchasing 
slaves for the service of their government at Batavia), render nugatory all 
the expensive exertions of this country to put down the slave-trade on the 
coast of Africa. The English squadron may be withdrawn, and the pro- 
posed civilization expedition may be laid aside as both involving a useless 
sacrifice of life and money, if France and Holland be permitted to coun- 
teract all our exertions, by a system which differs in no respect, either in 
principle or in effect, from the traffic we are labouring to abolish, and which 
must keep alive in the breasts of the ‘native chiefs, that love of the trade 
which it is one of the leading objects of our policy to eradicate. 

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants, 


FORSTER AND SMITH. 
New City Chambers, March 18. 


Extra ct of a letter from the Rio Nunes, dated 3ist December last, received 
16th March, 1840.] 

** There are now in this river two French men-of-war, viz,, La Fine, and 
La Cigale, accompanying a French merchant vestcel, which has contracted 
with the governor of St. Louis, Senegal, to buy about five hundred slaves 

all men) to make soldiers of. It is a good thing for us here that Signor 

aetana,{ of Bissao, has contracted with the French for the above slaves, 
as it was reported their intentions were to put factories in this river to pur- 
chase them, which would have very much injured our produce trade, as 
the natives would neglect the cultivation of produce to attend to the hor- 
rible traffic in slaves. I believe they will leave here by the 2nd of January, 
1840, for Bissao, to ship a part of the slaves. 





Stavery 1n New Zeatanp.—A late number of the Cambrian, 
contains the following :—‘“‘ The ship Earl of Durham, belonging to 
Dundee, arrived at Swansea on the 17th instant, from the coast of Chili, 
in 100 days. She has circumnavigated the globe, and hrings from New 
Zealand twenty-one * of extrarordinary size, for naval use; from 
Valparaiso, Copiapo, and Penablanca, 410 tons copper ore, 27 tons Nica- 
ragua wood, and a considerable amount in bullion, An interesting inci- 
dent occurred whilst the ship was in the Bay of Plenty (New Zealand.) 
Captain Cabell had occasion to trade with a Chief’ from White island ; at 
the close of the transaction the latter made him a present of a slave, and 
sold him another for a blanket. These two young men are now on board, 
and have done duty during the voyage ina highly satisfactory manner ; 
increased, indeed, by their teful efforts to render what they could to 
the author of their liberty for that inestimable blessing. ‘‘ Query :—Has 
not Captain Cabell been guilty of felony in purchasing aslave? Ed. A. R. 


An Auxmiry to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 


—— ciety was formed in Barbados,.on the 27th of December.— Barbados 
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